This is the first volume of a clinical series under the general title "Clinical Surgery International". The Series title is quite apt, for there is certainly a clinical and surgical bias to the book. I congratulate the Editor on his selection of international authorities, who have maintained a very high standard of clarity. The standard is remarkably high for a book with 15 different contributors (drawn from the United States, the United Kingdom, Australia and Japan).
The book covers epidemiology, pathology, diagnosis and a number of aspects of treatment of large-bowel cancer. The articles on treatment are predominantly surgical, but there are contributions on radiotherapy, chemotherapy and immunology. Each of the subjects is well reviewed and, on the wAhole, the references are up-to-date and well selected I enjoyed reading the book and in particular appreciated that many of the contributors had a wide understanding of the work going on in their chosen field in countries other than their own. The book is aimed at the practising surgeon, but it may be of interest to other workers in the field of large-bowel cancer.
P This book is an account of the extensive experience of the author in the treatment of benign and malignant bone and cartilaginous tumours, a subject in which he is an acknowledged authority. It is therefore of particular value for surgeons faced with such problems, and because of their rarity, Dr Marcove makes a good case for the segregation in special centres of patients suffering from bone tumours. The various tumours and the situations in which they are met, are described in turn, and the methods of surgical ablation described, often in great detail. Dr Marcove is a pioneer in cryosurgery, and his results with this method in giantcell tumours are impressive, but not his treatment of sarcoma with vaccines. The appraisal of the benefits or otherwise of radiotherapy is well balanced, and it is good to read of the improved prognosis in children with Ewing's sarcoma. The change of outlook in the treatment of osteosarcoma with "aggressive chemotherapy" in conjunction witlh surgery is described with cautious optimism. Whenever possible, with the aid of adjuvant therapy, Dr Marcove performs local excisions, and the lists of total femoral and other bone replacements w%ith metal protheses is impressive, indicating surgery of a very high standard. This book is highly recommended to surgeons managing these difficult cases, and will also be of value to radiologists, radiotherapists, pathologists and physicians. This book attempts a comprehensive review ofwhat is known about the morphology, kinetics and functions of the neutrophil granulocyte, and the way in which these are disturbed by disease. The author certainly covers a lot of ground, and he includes much of interest to the clinician, but unfortunately treatment of the subject is rather uneven. On the whole, the chapters devoted to structure and function are better than those on the kinetics of the neutrophil cell line; the experimental haematologist would surely take issue with the author's statement (p. 19) that ". . . the problem of a common stem cell for neutrophilic and other cell series in the haemopoietic system is still a matter of controversy". Discussion of the role of CSF in granulopoiesis is also rather brief, though there is an interesting section on chalones.
Amongst the clinical sections, the chapters on neutrophils in metabolic and infectious diseases contain a wealth of material not readily available in standard texts. There is
